PREFACE

SPLENDOUR OF SRIKALAHASTI
SriKalahasti in Andhra Pradesh has several
outstanding features qualifying it as one of most sacred Siva
Kshetras. Nature itself has gifted this place as a Somaskanda
- with the peak of Kailasa known as Sivaanandaika nilaya
representing the cosmic form of Lord Siva to the South, the
Kanakachala dedicated to Sri Durga on the north and the
hillock of Kumaraswamy in the middle. The sacred
Sivaanandyka nilaya peak with a number of caves and
forests, a north flowing river Swarnamukhi with crystal
clear waters, naturally formed lingas and idols of Vishnu
along its course qualify this place as Satyavrata Bhaskara
Kshetra. Of the places dedicated to the lingas attributable
to the five prime elements namely space, air, fire, water and
earth, this place is graced by the Vayulinga (air). The linga
itself is a Swayambhoo, imposing it all of camphor hue and
shape like rudraksha beads. The nameless and the formless
one has assumed the name and form of his devotees. He is
named as SRIKALAHASTEESWARA after his staunch
devotees namely the spider (SRI), the serpent (KALA) and
the elephant (HASTI). In south India there are kshetras
dedicated to the nine planets and Sri Kalahasti is considered
as Rahu, Kethu Kshetra. The features of this kshetra,
supplemented by the deities of Dakshinamurthy the
devoted Kannappa , sparkling Gnanaprasunamba besides
the Vayulinga, whose swarupa is covered by a golden
screen, the idol of the Sun god, the ghee lamps dancing in
the sanctum sanctorum conform to the eighteen mantras of
Isavasyopanishad. The Sthalapurana declares that
Kenopanishad was propounded here. The presence of a